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I.—Forzren Po.rrics. 


Tan Surabht and Patdkd, of the 4th October, says that as the Tibet sonism @ Paraxs, 


war was undertaken with the object of rescu- 

ing the Rajah of Sikkim from the hands of 

the Tibetans, has not the necessity for continuing that war ceased to exist 

now that the Rajah has, of bis own accord, fled to Tibet, and taken shelter 
gith his enemies ? 

9. The Praja Bandhu, of the 5th October, referring to the Tibet 

war, observes as follows :— 

However the Anglo-Indians may exult 
over it, the victory gained by the English in their last encounter with the 
Tibetans has, by no means, given satisfaction to this paper. It entertains 
grave apprehensions regarding the ultimate result of this struggle. The 
fact of the English having defeated the Tibetans in an open encounter 
should lead no one to think that their troubles have come to an end. The 
Cabul wars, and the.annexation of Burmah, have proved beyond doubt the 
difficulty of pacifying wild tribes. Again, one victory should encourage 
no one in the hope that the conquest of Tibet will be an easy affair. For 
it is quite possible that the English may, in the elation of victory, encamp 
themselves In some unknown mountain-pass, where a shower of stones from 
the enemy may effect their wholesale destruction. 

3. The Samaya, of the 5th October, cannot believe that Government 
will annex, Sikkim. For, in the first place, 
Government has, since .the Sepoy Mutiny, 
abandoned the policy of annexation, and will not, therefore, bring odium 
on itself by re-adopting that policy in regard to Sikkim. In the second 
place, the Rajah of Sikkim is not to blame for the present complications 
on the Sikkim border. Some people hold the Rajah guilty for his flight to 
Tibet. But that flight was occasioned through sheer fear of the English. 
For the Rajah knew well how the English had treated the ex-King Theebaw 
of Burmah, and he was therefore naturally anxious to escape similar treat- 
ment at their hands. Besides, the Tibetans and he belong to the same 
religion, and his political relation to the Tibetans is of the same nature as his 
political relation to the English. In taking shelter with the Tibetans, he 
therefore did nothing wrong or unnatural. Indeed, the purity of his motive 
in flying to Tibet is proved by his return from Tibet directly he became aware 
of the peaceful intentions of the English. But supposing that his flight 
to Tibet was an offence, surely that offence is a pardonable one. 


The Tibet War. 


The Rajah of Sikkim. 


IY.—Homn ApMINIsTRATION. 
(a) — Police. 
4. Referring to the murder of Pandit Jibananda’s daughter-in-law, 
RRP TNC ces the Samvdd Prabhakar, of the 5th October, 
, says that a rumour is current that the police 
suspects some other man, and not the hasband of the girl, to be the marderer. 
It is also said that thé people of the neighbourhood saw a man run away 
ftom Pandit Jibananda’s house at the latter end of the night on which the 
murder was committed. | 

5. The Bangabdst, of the 6th October, says that the reason why the 
police is so oppressive is that the police officers 
who oppress people are rewarded by the 
, authorities, whilst those who do not do so fall 
into their ill-graces and are punished. The following case is next given by 

way of illustration :— 7 
Last year a shop-keeper reported at the Dinagepore thana that his 


Baboo Paresh Nath Maitra, | Sub- 
pector of Police, Dinagepore. 


gomasta had embezzled Rs. 180 and run away. Baboo Paresh Nath 


Oct. 4th, 1888. 


Prasa BaNDuRQD, 
Oct. 5th, 1888. 


Samara, | 


Oct. 5th, 1888. 


SaMvaD PRaABHAEAS 


Oct. 5th, 1888. 


BaNGaBasl, 
Oct. 6th, 1888, 


BaNnGaBas! 
Oct. 6th, 1888. 


SANJIVANI, 


Oct. 6th, 1888, 


respectable men who were present at the enquiry. The shop-keeper, too, stat, ’ 


conviction of the 
shop-keeper) had endeavoured to conceal the fact of theft, the money, instead 
of being paid to him, 


accused was really guilty of theft, why should he get the money? Andif 
he was innocent, why was he convicted P : 
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Maitra, the Sub-Inspector of Police, immediately made enquiries into 14, 
matter, and found the accused in the shop. It was proved to the satisfy. 
tion of the Sub-Inspector that the man had taken the money with . 
evil intent, and had made an entry of the money in the shop-keeper’s acoount. 
book. The Sub-Inspector showed the entry in the account-book to soma 


that the accused was in the habit of taking money in the manner aforesgia 
and he had never objected to his doing so. The shop-keeper then withdrey 
the charge of theft against his. gomasta, and Paresh Baboo reported the 
case in the O form. ‘But this action of the Sub-Inspector was not approved 
by Mr. Thomas, the Deputy Magistrate, who had the gomasta arrested on 
a charge of theft and sentenced him to undergo imprisonment for thre 
months. Mr. Thomas stated in his judgment that the shop-keeper and 
the Sub-Inspector had jointly endeavoured to hush up the matter by 
making the entry in the account-book subsequently. The gomastg 
preferred an appeal to the Judge, and the Judge upheld the decision of the 
Deputy Magistrate. The money alleged to have been stolen was deposited 
in the Court, and when the shop-keeper applied to get it back after the 
gomasta, the Deputy Magistrate stated that as he (the 


should be made over tothe accused. But if the 


After the conviction of the accused, the District Superintendent wrote 
a letter to Paresh Baboo strongly condemning his action. But the District 
Magistrate was not satisfied with this, and dismissed Paresh without calling 
upon him for an explanation. Paresh Baboo preferred an appeal against 
this order to the Commissioner. The Commissioner, too, did not call for an 
explanation, and summarily dismissed the appeal. Paresh Baboo at last 
appealed to the Lieutenant-Governor, who has rejected his appeal, saying 
that he has seen no reason to interfere. Paresh Baboo has in despair 
appealed to the Viceroy. And will the Viceroy do justice to him ? 

6. A correspondent of the same paper reports a dacoity in the 
village of Cnandani mehal, in the Khulna 
district. The dacoits also set fire to the house 
of Harish Chandra Karmakar of the same 


village. The authorities are requested to put down these crimes with a 
firm band. | 


A dacoity at Chandani mehal, in the 
Khulna district. 


(6)— Working of the Courts. 


7. A correspondent of the Sanjévant, of the 6th October, has beard 

 itrumoured that Baboo Prasanna Kumar 

on rhe Nazir of the Bolepore Munsifi Adhikari, the Nazir of the Bolepore Munsil 
oom. ° ° , “a ° 

in Beerbhoom, takes illegal gratification from 

the peons serving in that Court. Peons have to pay him money in order to 

obtain employment, and they have also to pay him something every month. 

A peon lately complained against his conduct to the Munsif, stating that 

he had demanded Rs. 25 from him at the time of his appointment, and ‘on 

his failing to pay him that sum had harassed him in many ways. 


6 
Nazir has himself confessed to the Munsif that he has taken Rs, 4 from 


another peon. The Nazir was suspended for bribery two years ago The 
Munsif, Baboo Purna Chandra Chaudhuri, hus let the Nazir off with a fine 
of only Rs. 15-8, and he has also fined the peons who gave bribes. The 
Munsif has done a wrong thing by fining the peons, for the fear of bewg 
fined will henceforward deter peons who may have to pay bribes. from 
bringing the matter to the notice of the Munsif. And by letting the Newt 


————Ee———— —"-- _——_ i i el ——eE—_ # = . eee _—— _ ~~ FA ~~ J —_ —_- ee — ee 
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of witha small fine, the Munsif has adopted towards him a course which 
gill in all probability only encourage him: to indulge incorr upt practices. 
The Judge of Beerbhoom is requested to call for the papers of the case in 
order to see whether the decision of the Munsif bas been right or wrong. 


(d)— Education. 


8, A correspondent of the Burdwan Sanjivant, of the 9th October, p owin Supe 

makes it a cause of complaint that Baboo oct. ots, 1863 
The Deputy Inspector of Schools, Brajendra Kumar Guha, Deputy Inspector 
psa of Schools, and Baboo Ramtarak Mukharji, 
Sub-Inspector of Schools, Bankoora, are encouraging a Brahmo of the 
Sadharan Brahmo Samaj, Baboo Nilmani Chakravarti, to deliver religious 
lectures at the Bishnupore Government Aided English School, which are 
calculated to shake the faith of the boys reading in that school in their 
ancestral religion. ee 


(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


9. A correspondent of the Burdwan Sanjivani, of the 2nd October, sozowan saxrvan, 
sets tinabslnalli. writing from Culna, says that,-annoyed by the ct. 2nd, 1888. 
‘ exactions and oppressions of the Culna Mani- 
cipality, the rate-payers thereof contemplate shortly petitioning Government 
for the abolition of Local Self-Government in their municipality. Fit men — 
for conducting Local Self-Government are certainly not to be found in 
Culna. 


10. The Bangabdsi, of the 6th October, publishes a letter signed by 
four inhabitants of Bhatpara, contradicting — ove etn, see. 
, ine Bhatpara member of the Nai- the charges preferred against. Baboo Umesh 
ee Chandra Bhattacharjee, the Municipal Com- 
missioner for that village, in a correspondence, the substance of which was 
given in the Weekly Report on Native Papers for the week ending the 6th 
| October 1888. men 


11. A correspondent of the same paper says that the road cess and = Bavaam. 
ae the public works cess are rigorously collected 
7 nn in the Madaripore sub-division of the Furreed- 
pore district. But nothing is done to improve the condition of the roads 
there. Three or four applications are made every year to the Chairman 
of the District Board for the construction and repair of roads; but the Chair- 
Man takes no action thereon. The local member of the Local Board, too,. 


does not take any interest in the matter. 


12, A correspondent of the Sanjévant, of the 6th October, says that = gna, 

the present Chairman of the Rajpore Munie oct. ex, 1888 

dpaity ehtman of the Rajpore Muni-  ipality, in the district of the 24-Pergunnahs, 

eer is a self-seeking man, utterly devoid of all 

tense of responsibility. He. shows undue favour to bis friends and tries to 

do harm to his enemies. At the time'of the last election, a-number of 

respectable persons prayed to Government not:to appoint him as Chairman. 

But he got the Chairmanship through the influence of Baboo Hem Chandra 

at, Deputy Magistrate. The Secretary to the local girls’ school, the 

oal night-school, and the local vernacular school opposed his appointment ' 
*’ Chairman, and he has satisfied his grudge against him by stopping the 
Municipal grant-in-aid of those schools, Will Government take no notice of 

te conduct of the Chairman ? eee 


EpvcaTion Gaserts,.. 
Oct. Sth 1888, 
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(9)—~Railways and communications, including canals and irrigation 


18. The Hducation Gazette, of the 5th October, teferrin 


ney 2a 4 ee § to th 

Navavibhdkar Sddhdrani’s article o : 
Raph 0s Sat Vieng SNe. ject of village roads and the road. hen ( * 
Report on Native Papers for week ending 6th October 1888), observes 7 
follows :— 

The number of persons paying the salt tax is certainly larger thay the 
number of persons who pay road cess. But the salt tax, being an indirect 
tax, is probably not felt so keenly as the road cess, which is a direct 
tax. And the income tax, though a direct tax, is probably felt Jom 
keenly than the road cess, because it is levied upon incomes. But th 
remark that with the levy of the road cess no improvement has taken place 
in the condition of roads, bridges, &c., is certainly not true in regard to any 
district. . 

14, The Prajdé Bandhu, of the 5th October, refers to the inconye 

nience which is caused to passengers by the 
Absence of light in the Eastern trains in the eastern branch of the Eastem 
ne Bengal State Railway by reason of the trains 
which leave Sealdah at dusk not being lighted, and waits to see the 
result of the applications which have been addressed on that subject to 
the Private Secretaries of the Governor-General and the Lieutenant-Qov- 
ernor, as well as to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal, in the 
Public Works Department. 

The absence of light in the trains alluded to leads to thefts in the 
carriages, and the writer says that he himself knows of the theft of an 
umbrella in one of these trains, followed by a scramble for another umbrella, 
which might have led to unpleasant consequences if one of the passengers 
had not lighted a lucifer match without delay. : 

15. The Bangabdsi, of the 6th October, says that the paddy fields 


through which the Central Bengal Railway 
an. Boney Ay the Central Jine runs have been submerged. The crops 


; in the fields at Sinti, Nawpara, Naina, 
Garui, Garandanga, Matkole, Nimta, Biriti, Belgharia, and other villages 


situated near the railway line have been totally destroyed and water 
has found its way into the houses of the villagers. The villagers are 
therefore suffering severely. There is only one culvert on the railway line 
between Sinti and Dum-dum for the water to pass. And one culvert 
is surely very insufficient passage for water accumulating over an area of 
two miles in extent. A culvert has indeed been built at Sinti, butit 
is so smal! that a man cannot pass under it with a bundle of paddy plants 
on his head. And the base of this culvert is, moreover, so high that the 
water of the surrounding fields, whose level is lower, cannot pass through 
it. The fields in question were submerged four years ago, and the matter 
was reported to the Agent by the local public. But the Agent took 10 
notice of their representation. This year, too, the Collector of the 
24-Perguonahs and the Vice-Chairman of the Suburban Municipality have 
personally seen the miserable condition of the villagers caused by flood 
water, but they have done nothing as yet to remove their sufferings. © 
16. A correspondent of the same paper says that the trafic arrange 
2 ments in the Eastern Bengal State Railway 
Scand Bide ieleas Eastern were much better under the Company than 


they are under State management. Formerly, 
a train used to run at noon from Poradah to Parbatipur. But now the 


trains between those two places run only at night, and passengers are ‘there- 
fore subjected to great inconvenience. The passengers for Parbatipur, 
instance, are detained for eight hours at the Poradah stution. ‘The 
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puthorities are requested to restore the old train arrangement between 
Poradah and Parbatipur. 


17. A.correspondent of the same paper’ says that there being no 


brid d good . “as ‘ 
ie ranahbibi aan. Boars or flowing through the Panchbibi thana in the 


Bogra district, the people of Bajitpur, Uchai, 
Atapur, Chandpur, Kissoregunge, and other villages situated on its eastern 
bank are exposed to great inconvenience and sometimes even to danger in 
crossing it during the rainy season. The matter has been represented 
to the Magistrate of Bogra, but no orders have been communicated 
to the applicants. It is hoped that Government will construct a bridge 
over the river, and a road from Bajitpur or Uchai to Dumdumahat or 
Panchbibi. 


(h)— General. 


BaNGaBast, 


ferry arrangement on the Jhinuigari river ct. 6b, 1898 


18. A correspondent of the Chéruvdrtd, of the Ist October, says  Cmanvvanm, 


that. Moulavi Mahammad Khan Bahadur, 
Moulavi Mahammad Khan, Deputy the Sub-divisional Officer of Jamalpur, in 


istrate of Jamalpur. ; 
Mag) Mymensingh, has been a great success. 


19. The Burdwan Sanjivant, of the 2nd October, says that. in his Benetse Sainvann, 
Oct, 2nd, 1888, 


pans - reply to the letter addressed to him on the 
ec eaamae subject of the Jankuli breach by the Manager 
of the Burdwan Raj Estate, the Magistrate of Burdwan has written a letver 
containing certain statements to which the writer takes exception. In one 
place, the Magistrate expresses himself to. the following effect:—In 1805 
Tejchand Bahadur, the then Maharajah of Burdwan, being unable to-do: the 
pulbundy work himself, asked Government to do it for him, and offered to 
pay it the yearly sum of Rs. 60,000 for that purpose. Now this word 
gulbundy is a comprehensive term. “It means the administration of the 
sluices (pu/) and all pertaining to the sluices, viz., embankments, irrigations, 
drainage and channels.” The Hden Canal, for instance, which has greatly 
benefited the Raj Estate, is a kind of. pulbundy work, and would have been 
considered as such, if it had been constructed in the time of the Maharajah 
Tejchand. So that the large sums of money spent by Government in its 
construction may be considered as spent in doing the promised pulbundy 
work. 

But the word pulbundy does not bear the meaning which the Magis- 
trate attaches to it. According to Professor Wilson, it means. “ keeping 
bridges or embankments in repairs; the public department baving that duty,; 
a tax imposed for the purpose; in Cuttack‘the term is also applied’ to the 
bridge or dam.” Again, when Government undertook to do the pulbundy, 
work for the Maharajah, it had no intention of doing anything with. the 
Maharajah’s money: except constructing embankments on the Damodara, 
Nor has Government, as a matter of fact, spent the money since that’ time 
for any other purpose. : 

As for the benefits conferred on the Raj: Estate by the Eden Oamal, it: is 
not clear what those benefits-are, or have been. 

The Raj Estate would certainly have benefited if it had been ‘allowed to 
use the -water of the Eden Canal. But as it has not been allowed to do 80, it 
cannot be said that it has derived any benefit from the canal.. Tne money. 
spent upon the construction of that canal may therefore have been. very: we 
spared. But the real charge against Government is not that if:spends:no: 
money on pulbundy work, but that. it neglects the embankment. on the 
southern bank of the Damodara. 

_ The Magistrate’s reply also contains the following statement :— 
“Though bound neither by law nor equity to do so, Government paid over 
Rs. 11,000 for Mr. Larminie’s attempt to close the Jankuli breach.’’ 


Oct., lst, 1888. 


SurnaBHl & PaTakas, 
Oct. 4th, 1888. 
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Well, Government may not be bound by law to spend money for the 
rotection of its people. But it cannot certainly be allowed that it is Not 
bound in equity todo so. That Government must be adjudged guilty o 
neglecting to do its duty by its people which looks. upon their destructigy 
with indifference. 


The Magistrate also says that it is not true, as has been stated in 
etitions made to him and to Government, that 250 square miles of land haye 
see submerged, and men and cattle, from 135 villages, have been washed 
away. He says that the area of the inundated tract is only 20 square miles, 
and that nota single man or beast was washed away. This paper is not 
prepared to contradict these statements. It neverin fact made any definite 
statement regarding the extent of the injury done by the floods. It only 
asked Government to devise means for closing the breach at Jankuli. 


The ravages of wild boars having increased in some of the inundated 
villages, the Magistrate has expressed a desire to grant licenses for guns 
without fees for five years. For this the Magistrate deserves to be thanked, 


20. The Sahachar, of the 3rd October, _ _. and _— * find 
ati that Dr. Gregg, Civil Surgeon of Hughli, hag 
Commissions. . urna, Umprgd been appointed to officiate for Dr. Lidderdale 
in supersession of the claims of Dr. Gupta, who has been for a long 
time Deputy Sanitary Commissioner in the Presidency Circle. When 
Dr. Lidderdale took leave in February last, it was Dr. Gupta who officiated for 
him and discharged his duties in that capacity with great ability. Dr. Gupta 
is also serving in the Sanitary Department since 1872, and was spoken of in 
very high terms by Dr. Charles, the founder of that Department. J)r. Gregg 
is on the other hand Dr. Gupta’s junior in the service of Government, and 
has no experience of the work of the Sanitary Department. It is hoped that 
Government will not overlook the claims of Dr. Gupta, when it makes-per- 
manent arrangements for the Sanitary Commissionership. 


21. The Surabhi and Patakd, of the 4th October, thus writes about the 
The Todia Office India Office in England :— — 

= India and the British Colonies are 

represented in England by two offices—tbe India Office and the Colonial 
Office respectively. But the first is maintained by India the second by 
England. As a natural consequence of this arrangement, while the 
Colonial Office costs only £40,000 a year, the India Office costs £200,000! 
The comparatively large magnitude of India is no explanation of the 
immensely greater expensiveness of the India Office. On the contrary, 
by being acompact country, India should cost its office in England less than 


tee Colonies, which are scattered all over the world, should cost their 
office. 


Again, the British Colonies do not, it is true, contribute towards the 
cost of the Colonial Office, but all of them have establishments. in London, 
known as Colonial Agencies, which are entirely under their own control, 
and the cost of which is rightly defrayed by themselves. But the India 
Office acts in a double capacity as governor and as agent. So far as it 18° 


governing office, it corresponds to the Colonial office, and ought to be paid 
for by England, and so far as it is an agency Office, it corresponds to a Oolo- 


nial agency, and ought to be paid for and managed by India. | 


To this Agency Department of the India Office may be entrusted the 
duty of supplying the Government of India with such articles as it requires, 
and which cannot be procured in India. Such a separation of the functions 


of the India Office is calculated to result in great economy and administrative 
Convenience, — aoe a | 
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92. The same paper asks, will not the public in this country be * 


rho Report of the Public Service permitted to see the Minute which has been 
Commission. — an written by the Government of India on the 
Public Service Commission’s report ? 
93. The same paper says that Dr. Gregg’s appointment as Officiating 
pr, Gregg 28 Officiating Sanitary Sanitary Commissioner for Bengal is calcu- 
Commissioner for Bengal. lated to shake the public belief that, under 
the administration of Sir Steuart Bayley, the distinction between Native and 
European has vanished. The officiating appointment should have been 
given to Dr. K. P. Gupta—(1) because he has already once officiated as Sani- 
tary Commissioner ; (2) because he is Dr. Gregg’s senior; and (8) because, 
in point of merit, he is now the best man in the Sanitary Department. 

24. The Urdu Guide, of the 4th October, says that Government ought 
Government Minute on the Report of to have published its Minute on the Report 
the Public Service Commission. of the Public Service Commission for criticism 
in the Native Press. As it has not done so, the Secretary of State will have 
nothing to guide him in this matter except the advice of the Government of 
India. 

25. The Samaya, of the 5th October, says that it is rumoured at 

An apprehended Lushai raid into Lakshmipur in Assam that there will be 
Assam. araid this year into British territory by the 
Lushai tribe. 

As there has been a partial failure of crops in their country, a fear of 
scarcity will, it is said, impel them to make such a raid as is talked about. 
Government is asked to be on its guard, and to allay all fear of scarcity by 
distributing grain among the Lushais if the rumour about the apprehended 
scarcity in their country be correct. : 


26. The same paper refers to the conviction of Hanuwant Rao and 
i ies the sentence passed upon him, and observes 

as follows:—Oonsidering how Mr. Crawford 
was implicated with Hanumant, the two offences of which Hanumant has 
been proved guilty may be regarded as being already proved against 
Mr. Crawford too. But as Mr. Crawford will be tried by a Commission, the 
extreme sentence which can be passed against him, if he is found ‘guilty, 
will be dismissal from the Government service; and ‘so for the same 
offence the European offender will be punished far less lightly than the 
native offender. The Pioneer's remarks on this subject are to the same 
effect: —‘* But supposing the accused to be found guilty, the Commis- 
sion could only punish him by dismissal from the service; that would be 
the limit of its punitive powers; and supposing also that Mr. Hanumant Rao, 
how on his trial for a similar’class of offence, be found guilty, he would be 
condemned to imprisonment. Here, then, we should have one scale of 
punishment for the English Civilian and another for the native employé, 
which would occasion a very reasonable outcry.” 

If Government is desirous of dealing impartially by Hanumant and 
Mr. Crawford, it should cause the latter to be tried in an ordinary court of 


Justice, 


27. Referring to the death of Mr. Englebret at the Medical College 
i siti Hospital from a careless administration of 
eee ees chloroform, the Bangabdst, of the 6th October, 

says that the Coroner and his jury have found the medical officer concerned 
guilty of carelessness, and reported the case to Government. Will 
Sir Steuart Bayley take no action on. the Coroner’s report? The hospitals 
ave now-a-days ceased to be useful institutions; they have, in fact, become 
yamalayas, or realms of death. There is now a sad want therein,of good 


treatment and good diet. Respectable men, and especially respectable natives, 


we therefore found to be uawilling to go to these hospitals for treatment. 


rnaBal & PaTakas, 
Oct. 4th, 1888. 


SurnaBsHl & PatTaKka. 


Urpbv GuIpg, 


Oct. 4th, 1888. 


SaMAYa, 
Oct, 5th, 1885, 


SaAMAYA. 


BaNGaBasl, 
Oct. 6th 1886. 


SaNJIVAN!, 


Oct, 6th, 1888. 
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28, The same paper is sorry. to read the Lieutenant-Qoy 

ar asaie ™ Resolution on the subject of the floods inn 

seins A Aan tubarerage Burdwan Division. ~ His Honour saya :— 

‘¢ The breach at Jankuli cannot be repaired. The floods no doubt cause a jit 
injury, but the soil in most instances is greatly benefited by the fertilising 
alt deposited by the floods. The restoration of the embankment - 

always am condemned by Engineers, who have, On previous occasion 
enquired into the matter, and the reasons for the rejection of the proposal 
are fully stated in Colonel McNeile’s letter of 1885. These reasons stilt 
hold good, and therefore sufficient cause has not been found for modifying 
to any extent the orders on the subject.” In the concluding portion of his 
Resolution, however, His Honour says :—‘* The floods.of the Damodar have 
been under observation since the orders of the 12th March 1885 wer 
issued, and there appears to be some ground for believing that it may be 
advisable to make certain arrangements at the main breach (the Jankuli), 
in order that the discharge through it may be to some extent restrained,” 
But such partial measures will be of no use. The Lieutenant-Governg. 
will, in fact, do nothing in the matter. The matter has been repre. 
sented to the Viceroy, and his decision is awaited with interest. The matter 
is indeed very, serious, for it means nothing more or less than the devastation 
ofa part of the country year after year. It is said that the repairs of,the 
breach at Jankuli will cause injury in other ways. And that means 
that such repairs will necessitate the construction of, some culverts in the 
East Indian Railway line. The desire to protect railway lines leads Govern. 
ment to overlook the long-continued sufferings of the people. Government 
may hush up the matter, but the people will not let it do so. oe 
29. A correspondent of the same paper says that great. inconyenience 
The letter-box at Chandani mehal. is caused by the clearing of the. letter-box 
in Khulns. at Chandani mehal, a village in the Khulna 


district, every alternate day. The letter-box should be cleared every day. 
80. Baboo Krishna Prasad Ghosh, writing to the same paper, says 
The letter-box at Babugunge in that letters posted in the letter-box placed at 


Haught town. Babugunge near Kundu Baboo’s house in 
Hughli. town, never reach their destination. A post-card addressed to the 
correspondent himself was posted in that letter-box in the presence of some 
gentlemen, but it has not reached him. Letters which were formerly delivered 
on the first delivery at 8 a.m. are now delivered at 10 a.m... Many letters. do 
not bear the date stamp of the Hughli Post Office. The matter was reported § 
to the postmaster, but he has taken no notice of it. The authorities are | 
requested to look to the matter. 
81. The Sanjtvani, of the. 6th October, mentions the followin 
iii i instances as, showing that a great deal 0 
siden cba, a Indian money, is wrongly spent by Govert- 
iin ney, 4. WOTEy , °F, 


(1),—About. one crore. of rupees has been spent from the Indian 
revenues for the purpose of constructing men-of-war for | 
the transport of troops from England to India and. we 
versd. But these men-of-war are also used for. trapsport 
ing troops to Cylon, Africa, America, and other countries. 

(2).—-India has had to pay 50 lakhs of rupees up. to. date, for the 

maintenance of Cooper’s Hill College. But the Engueers. 
turned out by that College serve not only in India, but 
also in the Colonies and other English dependences 

(3).—The Colonies have to pay nothing for the maintenance © “the 

: Colonial Office in England, but India has to pay every. 
farthing of the money required for the maintenanoe of “the 
India Office. wi 
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India has spent up to this time nearly one crore and thirty lakhs of 


rapees on the India Office building, and she also pays all the taxes which are 
assessed in Hngland on those who live in that building! Indeed, : am 
eminent financier has calculated that since the grant of the Dewani to the 
Bast India Company two thousand crores of rupees have been sent from 


India to the India Office. This is exclusive of the money which English 


~~ 


merchants have taken away from India to England. This is a really serious. 


matter, And this serious. evil will continue to exist so long as a Viceroy, 


ossessed of great moral ‘courage, does not come out to India. And no. 
Feary, however, bold, will be able to put an end to this evil, unless the 


people of India themselves agitate in the matter. 


$2. The Dacca Prakash, of the 7th October, says that the order of. 
Ja the Buckland Bundat ‘the practice of keeping boats alongside the 
Buckland Bundar, on the. Booreegunga in 

Dacca, has resulted in great inconvenience to the townspeonle generally, 


and to that numerous class in particular who want to leave the town during . 


the Durga Puja holidays. The order has been passed in the interest 
of a few: Huropean residents in the town, and should be withdrawn. Similarly, 


the order prohibiting the mooring of boats at the Mitford Hospital ghas.. 


should, in consideration of the inconvenience caused by it, and the oppression 
it is leading to, be also cancelled. | ) 


Surgeon-Major Kalipada Gupta, Deputy 


. 1 ali d ta. e . * e 
Surgeon-Major Kalipada Gup Sanitary Commissioner for Bengal, is a cone. 


industry, he is enabled to do the work of three Deputy Sanitary Commis- 


recognition of these merits, Government once appointed. him to acti as 


a bad appointed him again to act in that capacity during the absence of 
Dr. Lidderdale, on leave. 


The Chief Commissioner. of Assam , that God alone. knows when a Coolie Com- 


enquire and report, and what remedial measures will’ be taken upon that 


with a rattan by an English officer in Assam. If Mr. Fitzpatrick, Chief 


perhaps no British officer has it. Itseems as: if the British officials feel 


Mr. Hare, Magistrate of Dacca, prohibiting ; 


83. The Navavibhakar and Sddhérani, of the 8th October, says that. 


scientious Officer of an unostentatious disposition, He has been serving in . 
the Sanitary Department for the last 17 years. His superiors are satisfied: :. 
i with the manner in which he discharges his duties. By his prodigious. 


sioners. He does not inform himself regarding mofussil matters from his. 
head-quarters, but goes to every village for the purpose of inspection. In: 


Sanitary Commissioner for Bengal, and it would have done a just act if it: 


34, The Dainik and Sdmachdr Chandrikd, of the 9th October, says Dame & 


and the Sanjivani newspaper. mission will sit, how that Commission will © 


Dacca PRaKaSH, 
Oct. 7th, 1888. 


NAVAVIBHAKAR 
SaDHARBANT, 


Oct 8th, 1888. 


DRIEA, 
— Oct. Oth, 1888. 


teport, Inthe meantime, however, the heart is getting sick of tales of coolie © 
oppression, The Sanjivant newspaper is doing great good to the country: 

by agitating the subject, of coolie oppression. It:was the Sanjigans which — 
irst drew attention to a case in which a coolie girl was ordered to be beaten » 


Commissioner of Assam, had been.a lover of: strict and fearless justice, he 
would have felt grateful ta the. Senjivané all: his life for drawing: public: 
attention to the case. But Mr. Fitgpatrink has not such largeness of mind— 


pained at heart to be treated courtegusly by the vernacular newspapers. The — 


njivant has earned no thanks for the great-service it has done to Govern- 
ment for acting as.a Government spy (?) without taking remuneration for 
8 doing. On the contrary, the Chief Commissioner -is .angry 


cause he has called her a growa up woman, who is only a child: Perhaps; _ 
118 not as bad to mistake a girl for a boy, and: to beat: her with a rattan! 
" a justice this! The writer is glad to find that the Sanjivené, not 


‘ding Mr. Fitzpatrick’s frowns, continues to éxpose coolie oppression,’ ° ’ 


SamacHaR 
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85. The Burdwan Sanjivant, of the 9th October, is ol 


early 0, 


inion that the placing of the J 
sie aidianids tides wi has Opinio placing amkundi Retate 


— in Bankoora under the Court of Wards ig o, 


_ of those arbitrary acts of which mofuseil offen 
are now and then found to be guilty, and which call for engnij 


animadversion. The Jamkundi Estate is a very small property, yieldiag an 
income of only Rs. 2,000 or Rs. 2,500 per annum, and paying a sndder 
jumma slightly in excess of Res. 3,000, and it is difficult to understand why 
so small an estate has been placed under the Court of Wards. Since the 
death of the late Rajah, the Jamkundi Estate has been very efficiently 
managed by his eldest Rani. Under her management, a great deal of the 
debts incurred by the Rajah has been paid off, pensions.have been regularly 
paid, and the estate has suffered no loss or waste. The Collector of 
Bankoora has therefore done wrong in taking the estate out of the Rani’s 
hands and placing it under the Court of Wards. One of the reasons 
assigned by the Collector for the step he has taken is as follows :— 

_ All her instructions regarding the management of affairs go through 
common maid-servants, who are accessible to outside influence.” 

But many purdanasheen women in this country issue orders and 
instructions through female servants, and are yet found to manage their 
estates exceedingly well. And, as regards the eldest Rani of Jamkundi, 
she is an elderly lady, who, keeping herself behind the purdah, commv-. 
nicates directly with her officers and servants. So the Collector’s fear that 
the Jamkundi Estate mar suffer injury in consequence of the eldest Rani 
being a purdah lady, who issues her instructions through common maid. 
servants, is wholly groundless. In fact, those acquainted with the state of 
things in this country know very well that it is not at all difficult for 
urdanasheen Indian ladies to manage outside affairs in the way they should 
@. 

The second reason assigned by the Collector is that the Rani “is 
incapable of taking accounts of the estate, and no regular accounts have 
been kept.” 

But the writer has heard that the Rani is a very intelligent lady and 
can understand accounts. And how is the Rani, who has paid off so mach 
of her husband’s debts, managed the estate so well since her husband's. 
death, and suffered no part of that estate to be lost or wasted, proved to be 
ignorant of accounts? Did the Collector himself examine the. Rani’s 
knowledge of accounts, or does he state upon hearsay that she cannot take | 
accounts P | : | 

The third reason assigned by the Collector is that the Rani bas no 
knowledge of zemindari management, and that is why she has dismissed | 
Naba Kumar Banerjee and Ayodhya Nath Khowas, appointing in ‘place of 
the latter Raghuram Hazra,a mun who has bis own estate to look after, 
and who cannot therefore reside at Jamkundi. 

But if, as the Collector himself says, accounts are not kept in the, 
Rani’s seristah, has the Rani been wrong is dismissing two of her principal 
officers whom she might justly hold responsible for not having kept | 
accounts in the manner they should have been? And did the Collector . 
enquire why the two officers named by him were dismissed? The Rani has. 
much to say against those men, and the Collector ought to have heard her. 
on the point. As regards Raghuram Hazra, he is a great friend of the. 
Raj family of Jamkundi, and has promised to look after all the affairs of. 
the Jamkundi Estate. He will bea far better manager of the estate than. 
a Deputy Nazir on a small salary, or even many Deputy Magistrates can be. 
It will not be necessary for him to remain always at Jamkundi. The 


estate is a very small one, and its management will go on excellently if 
he visits Jamkundi now and then. oe 
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The fourth reason assigned by the Oollector is that the Rani “can 
have n0 regard for the permanent welfare of the estate, and the youngest 
qidow objects to her retaining the management, while the other widow is 
sppareney eth disposed to object to the estate being taken over by the 
‘Court of Wards.” | 
a the Rani has her husband’s authority to make three adoptions in 
secession, if necessary, and she actually intends making a second adoption. 
And yet the Collector says that she can have no regard for the permanent 
welfare of the estate? As to the youngest Rani, her husband disappointed 
her by placing all bis property in the bands of her co-wife, the eldest Rani, 
and died making her a dependant of the latter in respect of her ordinary 
requirements. It is therefore no wonder that she should object to her 
co-wife, the eldest Rani, retaining the management of the estate. 

The influence of the amla has been for some years unduly prepon- 
derant in Bankoora, and Mr. Macpherson, the new Magistrate-Collector 
of that district, will do well to see that he has not been played upon by 
his amla in regard to the Jamkundi Estate. 


36. The same paper expresses great disappointment at the Lieutenant- Buapwax saxnvawr. 


Governor’s declaration that the Jankuli breach 
will not be repaired. His Honour is of opinion 
that the Jankuli breach is a cause of increased fertility of the lands situated 
near it, But if the breach is a cause of increased fertility, why are the 
gmindars and talukdars so anxious to have it repaired? Increased fertility 
of the land results, ultimately, in increased profit to zemindars and taluk- 
dars. Why then are the zemindars and talukdars concerned in the case 
entreating Government with joined hands to repair the breach which, 
according to His Honour, will add so materially to their rent-roll? And 
admitting, for argument’s sake, that the lands near the breach will increase 
in fertility, of what use, it may be asked, will the increased fertility be if 
the paddy growing there be destroyed by flood year after year ? 

And if the lands near the breach be really increasing in fertility, why 
does not the talukdar get his rent, why does the ryot relinquish his holding 
and why the talukdar, far from getting his former income, cannot afford 
to pay even the Government revenue P SR 

Again, if the villagers there go on losing their houses, losing crops and 
cattle, experiencing severe misery, and suffering from diseases of various 
kinds, year after year, in consequence of these floods, who will enjoy the 
benefits of increased fertility? And if these floods cause no harm or loss 
ot injury, why do thousands of people cry so wofully year after year. Are 
their cries only a mock exhibition? A single officer of Government, on 
theone hand, says that these floods cause no harm, but thousands of 
tullering people, on the other, bewail serious loss of life and property. 
And is it good government, is it prajdpdlan (keeping the subject in a state 
of comfort and security) to place implicit faith in the report of a single 
iliicer, disregarding as false what is stated by thousands of people? . If. 

8 Honour cannot believe what so many thousand people say, why does — 
¢not pay a visit to the flooded tracts and see for himself the condition of 
those tracts during a flood? The flooded tracts are not very far from 
Calcutta—they are only 8 or 4 hours’ journey from the metropolis, And 
What harm can there be in seeing the condition of those tracts once for all ? 
be people will know how to console themselves if, instead of seeing with 
other people’s eyes, His Honour once sees the flooded country himeelf. 
And if after so doing, His Honour says that there is no misery and no 
- has been done, the people will gladly shift for themselves as they | 
_ His Honour says that Colonel McNeile stated in 1885 that it is ~ 
‘possible to make an embankment at Jankuli. But his Government 


The Jankuli breach. 
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no other engineer except Qolonel MoNeile? Doctors and pleaders ,, ’ 
advocates are . all found to di 6. Oannot engineers disacree > Th 
matter is really a serious one; and so, instead of continuing to regard » 
infallible what Colonel McNeile stated in 1885, Government oyoht, 


: ° A , : | h 
engage some more engineers in this enquiry, and to guide itself by rte 


united advice. 

The zemindars and talukdars, too, have not hitherto taken Professional 
Opinion in the matter. But they ought to do so, and if they cap get 
engineers to say that the breach can be repaired, they: ought to go up tg 
Government with that opinion to compel action in the matter, The: 


petitioning or mere wailing will not do. 


I1.—Leo1snattve. 


37. The Burdwan Sanjicanit, of the 9th October, says that Govern. 
we og | ment has after so long a time discovered the 
np Probate and Administration mischief that has been done by section 90 of 
“8 Act V of 1881; and Mr. Scoble has therefore 
introduced a Bill into the Viceregal Council for making a change in the 
provisions of that section. The change proposed to be made is that execu. 
tors and administrators shall have absolute control over moveable property, 
and that as regards immoveable property, if there be no restrictions in the will 
on the disposal thereof, executors and administrators shall be able to dispose 
of the whole or any part of such property, and if there be such restrictions 
in the will, they will be able to dispose of the whole or any part of such 
property by order of the Court obtained in writing. But the proposed change 
itself will in many cases create difficulty. Suppose a person dies giving all 
his property by will to another person, but without appointing an executor, 
In this case, the person taking under the will becomes absolute proprietor of 
the entire property in virtue of the will. The Court, too, instead of granting 
him a probate of the will, will grant him letters of administration, that is to 
say, will appoint him administrator (see sections 19 to 23 of Act V of 1881), 
But the man who will thus become absolute proprietor of the property will 
not be able to dispose of the property according to his wish without ‘the 
permission of the Court! The justice of such a law it is difficult fo under- 
stand. The difficulty and anomaly which the Bill proposes to remove will 
go on existing as at present. aj 


IV.—Nartrvs Startss. 


SAHACHAR 88. The Sahkachar, of the 8rd October, says that Government ought to 
Oct. Sra, 1888, 7 _ gee that the politeness of the native princes of 
ey armies of the Native Chiefsof Jndia in offering to place their armies ab 18 
disposal is not rewarded by thrusting the. set- 
vices of English officers upon them. It is desirable that they should have 
their own officers, although it is necessary that in time of war those officers 
should be placed under the command of a British General. Again, if there. 
be amongst the native chiefs a soldier like the late Maharajah Scindbia, there 
is no reason why he should not be allowed to take the command of his owa 
army. Now that Government is about to do something wholly new by 
taking the armies of the Native States under its control, it ought to take 
Germany for its model and open a military school for the purpose of 1m 
ing military training to the officers of the native armies, For; unless those 
officers are trained in the art of modern warfare, they will completely 
in actual warfare. Sie eae 


oo) Bee. © 
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99, The same paper, referring to the Laglishman newspaper’s empha- 

: tic assertion regarding the appointment of Sir 

gir Lepel Griffin as Resident of ene] Griffinto the Hyderabad Residency, says 

Hyderabad. that it is probable that Lord Cross is sending 

that incompetent man to Hyderabad against the wishes of Lord Dofferin. 

| Perhaps the Secretary of State for India thinks that Government will lose its 

restige if it puts a stop to the career of a great official in consequence of 
the complaints made against him in the Native Press in this country. 


| . it stated in the Allahabad Morning Post that 
‘he Government of Bengal and the Lieutenant-Governor’s Chicf Secretary, 
Nepal. Mr. Edgar, will go to Motiharee in order to 
confer with some high Nepalese officials on present Nepal politics, This 
‘nformation must cause anxiety at the present time when civil disputes in 
Nepal are going on and peace is not firmly established there, when Jung 
Bahadoor’s sons are within British territory, and when British merchants are 


asking Government to open trade relations with Tibet. 


V.—PERosPECTs OF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


Distress caused by floods in the to innumerable villages by floods in the river 
— Damodara, and piteously appeals to Govern- 
ment for protection, earnestly entreating it to devise some means for closing 
the Jankuli breach. 


_: ae _— _— 


tion that the reports which the Provincial 
Pe angeles inte the condition of (Governments have sent up to the Governor- 
a General at Simla, describing the condition of 
the people of India, will, like all other official reports, fail to do any good. 
_ 43. -A correspondent of the Bangabdst, of the 6th October, says that 
7 the river Dwarka has, by overflowing its em- 
aie crerflowing of the Dwarka river bankment at Bishnupore, a village in the 
Beerbhoom district, done great damage to 
houses and crops in Bishnupore, Lalitakunda, Kalidaha, and other villages. 
The zemindars of Bishnupore are willing to repair the embankment, but some 
of the neighbouring zemindars object to their doing so. If the embankment 
srepaired, 32 villages will be greatly benefited, and only a slight injury 
will be done to five villages. A representation having been made on the 
eubject, the Sub-Deputy Collector of Rampore H&t was deputed to make 
enquiries, but no orders have been yet passed in the matter. 


ISS & ee ae ee 


o—_ _& 


‘ 44, A correspondent of the same paper reports the prevalence of cholera 
‘ 7 : in some of the villages in the Burdwan district 
: ers | in the inundated villages visited by the late floods. The outbreak is 
a due to the use of the impure flood water 


for drinking purposes, and is now visible in the villages of Singapur, 

Kotoshimul, Kamarhati, and Baidyapur. Want of medical aid is keenly 

felt in those villages, and Government is earnestly requested to send doctors 

here. The disease will spread to the neighbouring villages if its progress is 
lot promptly arrested. MeL 

45. Another correspondent of the same paper says that the prospects 

“5 of the crops at Sonarpur, an important place in 


my rea ot the. eens at Sonarpor, the 24-Pergunnabs district, are not hopeful. 


BSoTansw SP oaoecS& 


Excessive rainfall has destroyed the transe. 
planted paddy seedlings. Rice, which formerly sold at Rs. 2 per maund, is. 
Low selling at Rs. 3-4 per maund. The condition of the cultivators and 


SaHacHaR, 
Oct. 3rd, 1888. 


40. The Dainik and Samachar Chandrika, of the 9th October, has found pynne & swacnan 


CHANDEIKa, 
Oct. 9th, 1888. 


41. A correspondent of the Burdwan Sajivant, of the 2nd October, sozpwan saxsrvam, 
dwells at length on the devastation caused >t 2nd, 1888. 


42. The Surabhi and Patakd, of the 4th October, expresses its convic- svnasm & Patan, 
Oct. 4th, 1888. 
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working men is most miserable. The excess water in the fields cannot 


rapidly through the narrow sluice-gate at the village of Panchpota and 
Government is therefore requested to construct another sluide-gate jn that 
part of the district. : 28 

46. A cortespondent of the same paper says that, for want: 


an crema enn ey khal near - 
Floods at Chinimini Bathia in the Kaligunge thana in the Nuddea dist; 
weaogteacros has been overflowing its banks for the lan 
three years, doing great injury to crops and cattle.. This year’s flood ha 


destroyed the paddy crops and a large number of cattle. Flood water hi 


also invaded people’s houses. 
47. The Sanjivant, of the 6th October, says that Mr. Oldham, 


os ae Magistrate of Burdwan, is greatly mistaken 
Distress in the Burdwan district, = in concluding from the fact of” no cesieaie 
for relief having been made to him, although he has Rs. 2,000 at his disposal 
for the purpose of affording relief, that the late floods in the Damodara hays 
not caused severe or widespread distress. Itismuch to be regretted that 
an officer like Mr, Oldham, who has grown old in this country, does not 
yet know that the people of this country are so timid that they will 
rather die than go up to the authorities to represent their distress or to ask 
for relief. The letters of the newspaper correspondents, who have visited 
the flooded country, show that the distress there is very severe, and disastrous 

consequences will follow if timely relief is not given. | | 
48. A correspondent of the same paper says that the standing crops 


at Chakmanik, a village in the 24-Pergunna 
The condition of the peo 


] of e * 
Chakwnavik inthe 24Pereareake’ ° istrict, have been submerged. The recent 
| excessive rainfall has done great mischief to 


the people there. Thefts and the number of snake-bites have also increased 
in the village. ee 


49. The Som Prakdsh, of the 8th October, is glad to learn from 


nae ne the Urya and the Navasamvad newspapers, 
— which are published in Orissa, that the dis 
tribution of rice to the famine-stricken people of Orissa has commenced, 


It suspects, however, that as honest and kindhearted men are rare in Orissa, 
the task of distribution may fall into unworthy hands. One of the officers 
who distributed rice during the Orissa famine of 1866 managed to make 
money to construct a palatial residence for himself. Besides, Orissa is a nest of 
nepotism, and its new Commissioner has not yet acquired experience sufficient 
to enable him to see through the ways of his own subordinates. It i 
desirable, therefore, that those who distribute relief in Orissa should be 


honorary workers, and that if Orissa cannot supply such workers, such 
workers should be taken over from Calcutta. 


VI.—MiIscELLANEOUS. 


50. The Sér Sudhdnidhs, of the 1st October, says that Lord Dufferin 


Addeeeen to Lenk Deliade. has done no good to India by his acts, and to 


present him with addresses, under these 
circumstances, will be flattery pure and simple. 


51. The Schachar, of the 8rd October, referring to Mr. Stephen 
Mr. Stephen Wheeler on the Native Wheeler's article on the Native Press of Inds, 
Press of India. = delivers itself as follows :— _ eo 
Mr. Wheeler is a civilian, and, like all civilians, is a true well-wisher of 
India. His extracts from the Native Press are well calculated to annoy the 
English public, and proposals are consequently being made to deprive the 
Native Press of its liberty. But that any such proposal will be actually 
carried into effect is just what the public in this country, relying om the 
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saith in English politicians, both Liberal and Conservative, refuse to believe, 
and considering that in this country idle bazar gossip often passes for news, 
and that there are many other channels here besides the press through 
ghich mischievous rumour or false intelligence can circulate, it is abolutely 
necessary for Government to have an independent Native Press to keep it 
correctly informed about what the people think or say or do. There are, 
ndeed, the official reports; but based as those reports are on information 
supplied by men who, either from a mma | of feeling, or from a desire to 
please the official body, never tell the truth, they are simply useless for the 

arpose of reflecting or representing public opinion, Under these  circum- 
stances, a grave political blunder will be committed by Government if it 
takes away the liberty of the Native Press, 

England should not forget for a moment that her mission in India is not 
only to keep the various Indian nationalities in political subjection, but also 
to convert them into loyal British citizens, eager, like Englishmen themselves, 
| to defend the power and glory of England, and that fortunately for India 

‘hig mission is on the point of being accomplished. | 

As regards those writers, who make so much fuss and noise in the Native 
Press, they do not, even in dream, wish any barm to the British Empire in 
India. Their only fault is that they are a little too impatient. They wish to 
gee accomplished in one day reforms which cannot be effected in less than 
60 years. In the interest of this country, these writers ought to be more 
guarded than they are in their writings. It is not enough that their writings 
should be regarded as harmless in this country. It is also necessary that they 
should be considered harmless by the English people with whom it will rest 
ultimately to grant or not to grant to India the reforms after which they 
are striving. They should take note that if the I'nglish public is once 
convinced that they intend to make India another Ireland, all hope of reform 
must be bidden adieu to. 

The passages from the Native Press which Mr. Wheeler has. quoted 
are certainly capable of bearing a bad interpretation. And if they generate 
the belief in the mind of the English public that tbe Native Press is disloyal, 
it will be really very difficult to remove that belief. The writers in the 
Native Press should not, therefore, indulge in. sensational writing. It is 
true that there is a class of readers who like to read sensational writing. 
But it should be always borne in mind that itis one of the first duties of 
the Press to improve the public taste, where pulflic taste is morbid. 


52. The Surabhi and Patdkd, of the 4th October, says that now that 
Sir Charles Aitchison, the man of liberal 
| views, who sympathises so really with the 
people of India, is about to leave for England, it is the duty of the people 
of this country to come forward with their money—money which is so often 
wasted in perpetuating the memory of very undeserving Englishbmen—in 
order to set up a suitable memorial in his honour. 


53. Referring to Mr. oe Whee! wens i. ~ Native Press, 
| the Sanjtvant, of the 6th October, says that the 
om eee Bones Ghee? reason why English officials are ‘a an 

with the Native Press is that it fearlessly exposes and criticises their wrong- 
doing, thereby causing them great discomfort. It should be borne in mind, 
however, that but for this boldness on the part of the Native Press in 
criticising. official wrong-doing, the evil deeds of officials like Sir Lepel 
Griffin and Messrs. Kirkwood and Alexander would never see the light. If 
the Native Press were really disloyal, as it is alleged to be, it would never 
Expose the illegal or improper acts of the officers of Goverament and ask 
for redress. If the Native Press had been really disloyal, it would not have 
endeavoured to incite the Indians against Russia, when Russia was creating 


Sir Charles Aitchison. 
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disturbances on the north-west frontier. Did not the Native Press on 4, 
occasion exhort the Indians to enrol themselves as volunteers for the Darpoe 
of helping the English Government? Was that asign of disloyalty > I 
is true that the Native Press does not fear to protest against the wrong ag, 
of Government, but it is not, for all that, disloyal. The Indians know that 
they cannot do without the English, and that they have become so demopg. 
lised. that if the English leave their country they will at once set abon, 
drinking one another’s blood. They know that the arrival of the English hag 
infused new life into the all but dead framework of Indian society, p, 
not the Indians know what they were before the English arrival? }), 
they not know that, before that memorable event, the whole country was jp 
a benighted condition, and the vast majority of its people were steeped in 
ignorance and superstition P When the English came, they brought with 
them new life for the dead Indians, and can England have a better title to 
praise than this? After the English arrival, schools have been established 
in every Indian village, and the light of knowledge is dispersing the deep 
darkness of ignorance all over the country. It is under the English 
rule that railways have been constructed, telegraph lines have been laid, 
steamer service has been introduced, and trade has thrived. Before the 
establishment of English rule, this country was infested by _ thieves 
and dacoits, and the strong oppressed the weak with impunity. It 
would be no exaggeration to say that before that time there were no laws 
and law courts in this country. Itis the English who have delivered the 
Indians from that state of anarchy and confusion. Indeed, it is the belief 
of the Indians that it is God’s own Providence that has placed their country 
under the English rule for its good. And so, considerations of self-interest 
alone will prevent them from becoming disloyal to the English Government, 
The Indians know very well that if the English go away, the Burmese, the 
Bhooteas and the Afghans will plunder their land. Is it possible for the 
Indians to be disloyal to the English rule ? : 

It is reaily a pity that the English Government cannot enter into these 
feelings of the Indians. The native press will continue to expose ina 
spirit of fearlessness the evil deeds of the Government officials. But 
Government should rest assured that it will not be in the slightest degree 
injured thereby. The intelligence of the forced resignation of Mr. Kirk- 
wood and of the punishment of Mr. Alexander for their respective misdeeds, 
has been circulated by the mative press in every village in the country, and 
has brought the conviction home to every Indian mind that the English are 
ruling this country in an impartial spirit. But wherever the officers of 
Government commit oppression, and are allowed to go unpunished, the 
people naturally think that the English Government is a partial Govern- 
ment, which will not punish its own officials. And where the people are 
so impressed regarding the acts and intentions of Government, there 
serious political mischief will be done! Surely they must be the most 
foolish people on earth who consider the native press to be disloyal. 

a 54. The same paper has received the fol- 
s2ockesin the Mesaijan Tea Estatein lowing telegrams from its Debrugarh corre 

spondent :-— 


(FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT.) 


* Debrugarh, 29th September. 


Permit me to take the liberty of trespassing into your patience, hoping: 
to be forgiven. Lately a case of the Assam tea-planters has come to light 
in its most terrifying form. The Manager, Mr. Robinson, or his Assistant, 
Mr. Ending, of the Mesaijan Tea Estate, within the jurisdiction of Debrugat® 
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in the district of Lakhimpore, in Assam, has so severely thrashed a newly- 
delivered woman that she was instantly removed to the garden hospital, 
where she breathed her last the day after. The poor baby, scarcely one 
month old, within three or four days followed its mother for want of proper 
care and nourishment. Several coolie women, mostly adults, were tied one 
at a time against a post and were severely whipped on their naked buttocks, 
thus interfering with their modesty ; also that about 200 male coolies were 
severely flogged on their back and buttocks. Unable to bear such repeated 
cruelties, the coolies, about 200 in number, both male and female, have 
come to Debrugarh to place their cause before the Deputy Commissioner of 
the district, who has taken lively interest in the matter by deputing the 
District Superintendent of Police to make a thorough local investigation. 
We earnestly expect that our learned Deputy Commissioner will evince b 


his abilities worthy of his place. The sequel will be given by-and-bye as it 
comes out true.” — 


“© Debrugarh, 8rd October. 


Tue District Superintendent of Police had been to Mesaijan Tea-garden. 
He telegraphed to the Deputy Commissioner that the case proved against 
Mr. Ending, the Assistant Manager, was not of hurt causing death, but only 
of assault against general body of coolies. Deputy Commissioner will take 
case ; date not fixed. Sixty-two coolies were taken back to garden by police, 
again requesting vakeel Radhika Charan Mitra to induce rest to return to 
garden ; but the coolies unwillingly comply with tilldecision. ‘Injured coolies 
institute case to-day.” | as 

Another correspondent of the same paper says that on seeing ‘a 
crowd near the Dumduma thana, he went to ascertain why so many 
people had assembled there. He found that the crowd consisted of 
coolies belonging to the Misaijan Tea-garden, who being unable to bear 
the oppression to which they were subjected in the garden, had come to 
represent their grievances te Government. In the garden in question a 
coolie in ordinary health was required by the manager to pluck 12 seers 
of select leaves every day. This the coolies could not do in this season. 
They were able to pluck six or seven seers of select leaves at the most per 
day. They were on this account mercilessly flogged, and even women were 
flogzed on their naked buttocks. They showed their wounded parts to the 
thana people, and laid a complaint against the saheb of their garden. 

While they were doing this, the manager of the garden, accompanied 
by another saheb, came and used threats for the purpose of compelling the 
coolies to return to the garden. He next asked the thana people to record 
a complaint to the effect that the coolies had run away from the garden, 
On the thana people refusing to record the complaint, he left the place. 
The thana people have advised the coolies, 176 in number, to lodge a 
complaint before the Deputy Commissioner of Debrugarb, and the coolies 
have accordingly left for Debrugarh. ) 

55. The same paper says that a Russian spy, named Abdul Rahman, 


i has been arrested at Rawul Pindi. The 
mm yee sgpy ~says that he has seven associates in the 
Punjab. But the Punjab Mahomedans have all joined Sir Syud Ahmed’s 


Patriotic Association, and are loudly preaching loyalty to the British 
Government. "Why then so many Russian spies among them ? 
56. The same paper questions the correctness of the Amrita Bazar — 
 Patrika’s statement regarding the origin and 
yite Amrita Basar Patrika andthe genealogy of the Bengal Mahomedans, and 
denounces the Patrika for wounding Maho- 


medan feeling in a way which is calculated to produce disunion between 
them and the Hindus. | 


SILCHAR, 
Oct. 4th, 1888. 
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.. 67. The, Silchar, of the 4th October, relates the followin 

| view of supporting. some of the 
made in its previous issue on the Subject of 
the discontent which is atthe present moment. prevailing-in Manipur. 
~., Since. the ,last: Burmese war, a British regiment has been stationeg 
at Namthabal in Manipur. The regiment was ordered to be kept thers 
only for a few months. But those few months have not, it seems, yet 
elapsed! The troops belonging to this regiment have proved a nuisance 
to tue people of Manipur. They have been the cause of the increased 
prices.of articles.of food in Manipur, and their oppressive and outrageous 
conduct. has made it. difficult for the Manipur people to live in security with 
their wives and children. 

These soldiers have also been guilty of slaughtering cows. 

Some one among them shot a cow dead within the cantonment. The 
Raja attempted to have him punished. But as the name of the soldi; 
could not be ascertained, his attempt failed. Again, on the 16th September 
last, one Mr. Baker, eub-contractor to the regiment, killed a cow in q 
pregnant state. The news of this act of cruelty spread like wild fire jn 


& with the 


Discontent in: Manipur. statements 


‘Manipur, and the Political Agent, at the instance of the Rajah, held an 
-enquiry into the matter. The enquiry proved the truth of the report, the 


villain who shot the cow having himself admitted his guilt. It is hoped 

that acts of cruelty and oppression of this kind, committed by the British 

soldiery in Manipur, will be put down by Mr. Fitzpatrick, the present 

Chief Commissioner of Assam, who is reputed to be a man ofa large 

heart and liberal views. ae 

68. ‘The same paper says that floods during the last rains, by destroy- 

ing the crops on the low lands in the sub- | 

. Distress in the Habigunge sub-divi- division of Habigunge in Assam, have been 
sion in Assam. : 2 . one 

the cause of the distress which is prevailiog 

there. Government ought to enquire into the matter. . , 

59. The same paper says that, by prohibiting the class of legal 

Mr. Kennedy and some mukhtars of Practitioners who are known in Silchar by the 


his Court. name of gachtala mukhtars (mukhtars assem- 


bling at the foot of trees) from practising in his court, Mr. Kennedy, the 

Deputy Commissioner, has done an improper thing. Similarly, by fioing 

one Jafar Meah, in the belief that he is one of that class, he has been 

guilty of a wrong act. Jafar Meah does not even know how to read and 

write, and he cannot be therefore practising as a mukhtar. The money 

_— has been taken from Jafar Meah should be therefore given back t 
im. 


‘ 
. 


CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 
Bengali Translator. 


The 13th October 1888. 


Ben. Sect Pross--E. J. H. and others-~Reg. No, 7y80C—-67 - 17-10-88. 


